
Smilax 
 
 

 
Though your heart-shaped leaves are unreachable,  
tender greens that would feed the soul,  
through impenetrable stems with black-tipped barbs, 
the rhizome remains,  
snaking beneath the leaf litter 
to bring your life force, 
a viscous red resin, 
to fine tendrils climbing nearby branches 
into the sun. 
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